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Mass Schedule and Intentions 
Saturday, July 31 
4:00 pm Teresa, Adriano & Miguel Carvalho 
Sunday, August 1 
6:30 am Adelio Ferreira 
8:30 am Virginia Leal 
10:15 am Christina Arruda & Family 
Monday, August 2 
7:00 am Jose & Maria Anjo & Family  
11:00 am  Renewal of Vows for Sr. Maria Consolatrice, FSI 
Tuesday, August 3 
7:00 am Irving Roth 
Wednesday, August 4 Ñ  St. John Mary Vianney 
7:00 am For Parishioners, Living & Dead  
Thursday, August 5 
7:00 am The Giroux & Laplante Family 
Friday,   August 6 Ñ  Transfiguration of the Lord 
2:00 pm Robert Amador and Stacy Rebello 
5:15 pm In Honor of the Sacred Heart 
Saturday, August 7 
8:00 am Jacob Vasconcelos 
4:00 pm Patrick OÕMalley, Rose Babineau, Richard  
                    Dussault, Blanche Chevalier and deceased of July 
Sunday, August 8 
6:30 am Raymond and Yvonne St Denis 
8:30 am Deceased members of Silvestre Family 
10:15 am Raymond Roy Sr. 
 

Financial Report 
Income: 
Parish Collection..................................................................$2,794.31 
Shrines......................................................................................$207.09 
Renovation Fund......................................................................$65.00 
Food Pantry.............................................................................$827.00 
Food Cards (Profit on sales of $1,180).................................$59.00 
Fuel........................................................................................$1,502.72 
Organ Restoration....................................................................$50.00 
 

Among this WeekÕs Bills & Expenses:  
Parish Staff Average Weekly Salaries...............................$2,604.00 
Parish Staff Average Weekly BC/BS..................................$672.91 
Parish Staff Average Weekly Pension.................................$207.24 

(Total Average Weekly Expenses = $12,096) 
 

PRAYERS Ñ  Please keep Yvonne Lacoste, Richard Amaral, Maria de 
Mello, Janet Ouellet, Rhea Dumont, Lucille Connolly, Alice Cote, 
Bernadette Lapointe, Georgette Roy, Lillian Brown, Mark Rogers, Jose 
Ordaya, Doris  Quintin, Helen Bender, Claire Souza, Raymond 
Michaud, Lucille Moore, Albina and Filomena Gomes and all the ill of 
our parish in your prayers. If you or a family member is ill and would 
like to request the prayers of your fellow parishioners, please call 
Pauline at the rectory or email Fr. Landry 

 

BINGO  Ñ  Bingo will take place this Wednesday at 6:45 pm. Food is 
served beginning at 4:30 pm to which the general public is invited. 
 

NEXT SALT MEETING Ñ  The next SALT meeting is Thursday, 
August 12 at 6:30pm.  The guest speaker, Fr. Jay Mello, will be 
presenting  "Father, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
tresspass against us." All females of the parish are invited and 
encouraged to bring a female friend.  Refreshments will be provided. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From  
Father Landry 
fatherlandry@saintanthonynewbedford.com 

 

Pope Benedict on TodayÕs Gospel Ñ  To nourish our 
reflections for this weekÕs Gospel, letÕs listen to what Pope 
Benedict said three years ago, the last time we had this Gospel 
on Sunday:   
   Today, the 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time, the Word of God 
spurs us to reflect on what our relationship with material things 
should be. Although wealth is a good in itself, it should not be 
considered an absolute good. Above all, it does not guarantee 
salvation; on the contrary, it may even seriously jeopardize it. In 
today's Gospel, Jesus puts his disciples on guard precisely against 
this risk. It is wisdom and virtue not to set one's heart on the 
goods of this world for all things are transient, all things can 
suddenly end. For us Christians, the real treasure that we must 
ceaselessly seek consists in the "things above... where Christ is 
seated at God's right hand"; St Paul reminds us of this today in 
his Letter to the Colossians, adding that our life "is hid with 
Christ in God" (cf. 3: 1-3). The Solemnity of the Transfiguration 
of the Lord, which we shall be celebrating [on Friday], invites us 
to turn our gaze "above," to Heaven. In the Gospel account of 
the Transfiguration on the mountain, we are given a premonitory 
sign that allows us a fleeting glimpse of the Kingdom of the 
Saints, where we too at the end of our earthly life will be able to 
share in Christ's glory, which will be complete, total and 
definitive. The whole universe will then be transfigured and the 
divine plan of salvation will at last be fulfilled. The day of the 
Solemnity of the Transfiguration remains linked to the memory 
of my venerable Predecessor, Servant of God Paul VI, who in 
1978 completed his mission in this very place, here at Castel 
Gandolfo, and was called to enter the house of the Heavenly 
Father. May his commemoration be an invitation to us to look 
on high and to serve the Lord and the Church faithfully, as he 
did in the far-from-easy years of the last century. 
 

Renewal of Vows for Sr. Maria Consolatrice Ñ  Sr. Maria 
Consolatrice, one of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate, 
will be renewing her vows at a public Mass tomorrow, August 2, 
(The feast of the Portiuncula, the tiny Church in Assisi St. 
Francis made the central Church of the Franciscan Order) with a 
Mass at 11 am. All parishioners and others are welcome to come 
to pray for Sr. Maria Consolatrice and for all the Franciscan 
Sisters who do so much in their prayer for parishioners as well as 
in their leading the parishioners in prayer at the daily holy hours, 
the days of recollection for the CCD students, singing at the 
various Masses, and so much more. There will be a reception 
downstairs in the hall after the Mass.  
 

Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima Ñ  On the weekend 
of August 21-22, we will host here at St. AnthonyÕs the United 
Nations Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, which is 
one of four statues blessed by Pope Pius XII in 1947 and then 
by the bishop of Leiria-Fatima to travel the world as a means to 
spread the message Mary gave the three shepherd children in 
Fatima. The statue travels as part of the World Apostolate of 
Fatima. ItÕs called the ÒUnited NationsÓ Pilgrim Virgin Statue 
because in 1952, Msgr. Harold Colgan, the founder of the Blue 
Army known as the World Apostolate of Fatima, took it to the 
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meditation room at the United Nations to lead the recitation of 
the Rosary for all the nations of the world. IÕll work out the 
precise schedule of devotions as we return, but my initial 
thoughts will be to have the Church open on Saturday for 
people to come to pray to Mary before the Statue and then have 
the Statue present throughout the Masses that weekend. August 
22, as you may know, is the feast of the Coronation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, so itÕs a beautiful time for us to be giving 
special devotion to our Lady and seeking to crown her with our 
love, gratitude and reflection. Minimally, please spread word to 
your friends and fellow Catholics and encourage them to join us 
on August 21-22.  
 

Feast of the Patron Saint of Priests Ñ  Wednesday, August 4, 
is the feast of the patron saint of priests, St. John Mary Vianney, 
the 150th anniversary of whose birth into eternal life was the 
occasion of the recent year for priests. On Wednesday at the 
daily Mass and Holy Hour, we will pray in a special way for all 
priests Ñ  present, deceased and future Ñ  and ask God in a 
special way through the CurŽ of ArsÕ intercession, to give many 
of the boys of our parish a priestly vocation. The icon of St. 
John Vianney remains in the sacristy until it will be replaced, 
sometime toward the end of the month, with a statue to St. John 
Vianney, which I hope will become a catalyst for prayer for 
priests and priestly vocations among all parishioners and visitors.   
 

Spiritual Pamphlets Ñ  IÕd encourage you to continue to grow 
in your knowledge of the faith by taking one of the various 
pamphlets know at the various entrances of the Church with you 
to read prayerfully over the course of the week.    
 

Daily Holy Hours Ñ  I encourage every person or family in the 
parish to try to come to the afternoon holy hour in the parish at 
least one time a week. The holy hour is held Monday through 
Thursday from 5:15-6:15 pm and features the sung Liturgy of 
the Hours, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, adoration of the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, confessions (whenever IÕm 
present) and other prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS  

August 1, PeterÕs Pence (Holy Father)Ñ  This collection goes directly 
to support the work of the Holy Father. The Vatican is only able 
to pay its bills because of this annual collection held throughout 
the world, and particularly the generosity of Americans and 
Germans to it. 
August 8, Renovation FundÑ  This goes to fund continuing 
renovations, repairs and improvements to our parish plant. 
August 15, Parish Grounds and BeautificationÑ  This goes to helping 
us not only keep our property clean but improve it with flowers 
and God-willing one day some statues and grottoes, so that our 
parish may be an oasis in the heart of the inner city. 
 

 

FROM PAULA BRIDEN OF THE  FOOD PANTRY Ñ  Please 
look us up on our blog:  www.saintanthonyfoodpantry.blogspot.com 
for up-to-date pictures, articles and happenings at the pantry. With 
school out for the summer months the soup kitchen is busier than ever. 
We now have 83 volunteers helping at the Food Pantry!  Last month we 
helped serve 671 families with a total of 592 children.  We are seeing a 
large increase in Seniors looking for assistance.  We gave out 2,684 bags 
of groceries and served 837 lunches.  Thank you to Stop & Shop in 
Fairhaven  for donating day old bread and pastry each week and to 
Homlyke Bakery for their continuing weekly bread donations.  Thank 
you as well to the family of Patrick OÕMalley for encouraging memorial 
donations to the Food Pantry in PatrickÕs name. We hope to start 
receiving donations from Ample Harvest, an on line computer company 
that matches up gardeners with extra produce to food pantries in need. 

 One in six Americans needs food assistance. Please remember to 
recycle your plastic bags with us.  Any non-perishable food items are 
always needed.  Thanks for your continuing support, have a safe 
summer.  Paula 508-994-9907.   
 

THANKS FROM YOUTH GROUP Ñ  The Saint Anthony Youth 
Group would like to thank all of the parishioners who came to support 
them on July 21st at the Tropical Smoothie Fundraiser. They also wish 
to thank two people, who wish to remain anonymous, for matching 
them intake to help them make around five hundred dollars. Their 
assistance in trying to help them reach their goal to go to Madrid for 
World Youth Day 2011 is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 
 

TICKETS FOR UPCOMING NBSO CONCERTS Ñ  In the 
sacristy and the parish office, tickets are available for the October 17 3 
pm performance of BeethovenÕs famous Missa Solemnis and the 
November 28 performance of HandelÕs Messiah. Tickets are discounted 
to $25 for adults and $10 for students if purchased through the parish. 
 

LITTLE LAMBS CATECHESIS Ñ Beginning in late August, our 
parish will be offering a new religious ed program for 3-6 year olds led 
by Samantha Pudim. There will probably be two sessions each Sunday, 
from 8:30-9:30 (for those who would like their children to receive this 
catechesis during Mass) and 9:30-10:30 (for parents who would like 
them still to receive it, but have their children at Mass with them). In 
order to make preparations, though, we need to get a sense of how 
many parents and children would be interested. If you would be 
interested, please come to fill out an interest application in the sacristy. 
Please also spread the word to others with young children about this 
excellent opportunity. 
 

TRIDENTINE MASS Ñ  On the first Saturday of every month, we 
celebrate the 8 am morning Mass in Latin according to the 1962 Roman 
Missal of Pope Blessed John XXIII. The Franciscan Sisters of the 
Immaculate lead everyone in singing the Gregorian Chants. Booklets 
and explanatory sheets are provided. All are welcome. The next first 
Saturday Mass is August 7. 

 

PAWSOX GAME, AUG 18 Ñ  On Wednesday, August 18, the Youth 
Group is going to be sponsoring a trip to the PawSox game in 
Pawtucket. All are welcome. The tickets will be free but there will be a 
$5 charge for the bus, which will be leaving at 5:30 pm. Please mark 
your calendars. A sign-up sheet will be placed in the sacristy in early 
August.  
 

SHAWÕS, STOP-AND -SHOP AND TRUCCHI FOOD CARDS 
Ñ  These are available in the sacristy before and after every Mass. Five 
percent of the proceeds from all cards bought through the parish is kept 
by us. Since everyone needs to buy groceries, if you were to do so via 
gift cards bought through the parish, you would be able to increase your 
weekly contribution to the parish by $5 for every $100 of groceries you 
buy, without needing to add another penny to what you put in the 
collection basket each week. Every parish household is asked prayerfully 
to consider doing this for the good of the parish 
 

HEARING IMPAIRED Ñ  We have at St. AnthonyÕs radio units for 
the hearing impaired available in the sacristy. If in need, please visit the 
sacristy before Mass to borrow one.  
 

BULLARD STREET NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Ñ  
The BSNA has meetings on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 6:30 
pm in St. AnthonyÕs Hall. This is a very important civic organization 
that works to keep our section of the city clean, safe and constantly 
improving. All members of the community are welcome and 
encouraged to attend the meetings. The next meeting is August 19.  
 

PORTUGUESE TV Ñ  On Wednesday Aug 4 and 18 at 9:30 pm on 
the Portuguese channel, there will be a program entitled ÒThe Catholic 
Movement ÔCursillos in Christianity.Ó  
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Ñ  If you have lost a family member or 
friend, you are invited to participate in one or more of the following 
sessions held at Our Lady of Guadalupe Rectory, 233 County Street, 
New Bedford (please enter through the back of the rectory), all of 
which will take place on Saturdays from 5:15-6:45 pm. Aug 21, 
Depression and anger; Sept 25, Grief and faith questions; Oct 23, We 



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, Year C AUGUST 1, 2010 
 

903 

grieve because we love; Nov 20, Family occasions and how to cope; 
Dec 18, Grief and the holidays. The programs are free and no 
registration is required. Sr. Judith Costa leads the group. For more info, 
please call 508.345.2660.  
 

PRO-LIFE LICENSE PLATES Ñ  Pro-life license plates are now 
available in Massachusetts.! They have a beautiful image of a mother 
and a child and the message choose life. The plates cost $40 every two 
years, part of which goes to the plates, part of which will go to fund 
pregnancy help centers throughout Massachusetts. This is a very 
effective way to advertise the pro-life message. It would be great if we 
could have dozens of people in New Bedford spreading the message 
wherever they drive. If you can afford it, please consider obtaining one 
of these plates, which can be ordered at the New Bedford registry. For 
more information about the plates, please visit www.machooselife.org.  
 

 
 
 

 

GIVING ELECTRONICALLY Ñ   Various people are signing up to 
support St. AnthonyÕs electronically rather than the traditional means of 
budget envelopes. Copies of sheets explaining the program Ñ  as well as 
written enrollment forms Ñ  are now at the back of the Church, in the 
sacristy and on our website. To sign up for it is easy: just click on the 
ÒElectronic GivingÓ link on our website or fill out a sheet by hand 
(available in the sacristy) and allow us to do the work for you. This has 
many advantages for you as well as for the parish 
 

BEAUTIFUL ST. ANTHONYÕS CARDS Ñ  We now have five 
great cards featuring spectacular images of the parish. The cards are 
blank on the inside, so they can be used for thank you notes or for any 
other purpose. They are available in packets of 10 for $10 in the sacristy 
or at the parish office. Individual cards are now available for $1.50.  All 
proceeds go to the parishÕs renovation fund. This is a great way to 
spread the beauty of the Church to all your family and friends . 
 

BEQUEATHALS TO ST. ANTHONYÕS Ñ  To maintain our parish 
church for the glory of God in the future requires more than the weekly 
collection provides. One great act of love for God and for this parish 
would be, after providing for oneÕs family and loved ones, to put St. 
AnthonyÕs in oneÕs will, which would help to ensure the long-term 
future of the parish. Bequests are free of estate tax and can substantially 
reduce the amount of your assets claimed by the government. One can 
give needed support for this parish by simply including the following 
words in his or her will: ÒI give, devise and bequeath to St. Anthony of 
Padua Roman Catholic Church, 1359 Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford, 
MA 02746 (insert amount being given here) to be used to support its 
continued renovation and maintenance.Ó A bequest can be a specific 
dollar amount, a specific piece of property, a percentage of an estate, or 
all or part of the residue of an estate. One can also name St. AnthonyÕs 
as a contingency beneficiary in the event someone named in his or her 
will is no longer living. It is recommended that a lawyer help in drafting 
or amending a will.   
 

PRAYERS FOR ENGAGED COUPLES Ñ  Please keep the 
following couples, who are preparing to get married at St. AnthonyÕs, in 
your prayers, that this time of immediate preparation for marriage will 
be a time where they draw closer to the Lord and in the Lord closer to 
each other, as he prepares to join them in one flesh: Robert Amador 
and Stacy Rebello (Aug 6); Nathan Baptista and Anna Luiz (Aug 21); 
Claudio Da Costa and Amy Rodrigues (Sept 4); Michael Floyd and 
Karen Hathaway (Sept 18); Timothy Medeiros and Jennifer Couto (Feb 

12, 2011); Scotty Ferreira and Amanda Correia (May 21, 2011); Andre 
Silva and Lena Nunes (July 16, 2011); Brian Pratt and Adelaida Santiago 
(Sept 3, 2011); Brendan Burke and Stephanie Penler (Sept 10, 2011); 
Peter Medeiros and Kelly Lima (Sept 10, 2011); Norris Shook and 
Jacqueline Racine (October 1, 2011). Today, more than ever, we need to 
pray for those with the vocation to marriage, that they may be open to 
the fullness of this great gift of God for their mutual sanctification and 
for the raising up of the Church and all of society.   
 

AUG 14 FUNDRAISER FOR HFHN SCHOOL Ñ  On Saturday, 
August 14, Holy Family Holy Name School will be sponsoring the third 
annual Cool on a Hot Summer Night at the Wamsutta Club. It will star 
Jackie Santos with Juanetta Jackson and Stan Strickland. General 
admission is $20 for 8-11; thereÕs a VIP Fusion Admission for $50 for 
7-11. It will include a Cash Bar with light pub fare available. For more 
info, call 508.993.3547.  
 

DISCALCED CARMELITE SECULAR ORDE R Ñ  At St. JohnÕs 
Catholic Church in Pocasset, the Discalced Carmelite Secular Order is 
welcoming inquiries from lay men and women, married or single, who 
are devoted to the search for union with God, following the teachings 
of St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross. To learn more about 
this way of life, or to join as guests, please contact Phyllis Sanders at 
781.848.8311 or Rachel Cote at 508.540.9767.  
 

SHRINE OF THE LITTLE FLOWER Ñ  The Shrine of the Little 
Flower, the first shrine dedicated to St. Therese Lisieux in America, will 
hold its 17th annual feast day celebration on August 15 from 10:30 am 
through a Mass at 3:30 pm celebrated by Fr. John Randal. Activities 
include prayers at the Holy Stairs, Stations of the Cross, Lunch, a 
concert, an Outdoor Living Rosary, a Procession with a relic of St. 
Theresa, the Chaple t of Divine Mercy, a continuous showing of St. 
TheresaÕs life in the air-conditioned  Church, canopy covered benches,  
and an open gift shop. For more information call 401.568.0575 or email 
shiirl@cox.net. The shrine is located at 35 Dion Drive in Harrisville, RI. 
See sainttheresashrine.com.  
 

COURAGEÑ  Courage is a group for people who are experiencing 
same-sex attraction and would like to live the ChurchÕs teachings of 
chastity. We gather for prayer and conversation, seeking to support each 
other with the support of Christ. For meeting time and location 
information, please call Fr. Richard Wilson at 508.992.9408. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER RETREATS Ñ  The next worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekends in New England are  Sept 17-19 and 
Sept 24-26. For more info and to register, call 800.710.wwme or visit 
22meMA.org.  
 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING Ñ  For Catholic couples who for 
serious reasons are trying not to conceive a child right now or for those 
who are Ñ  who donÕt want to sin by using contraception on the one 
hand, or IVF on the other Ñ  there is a moral means, calling Natural 
Family Planning. For more information, or to register for a free 
introductory class on the Creighton Model of NFP and NaPro 
Technology, please call Monica Bergeron, FCP at 401-441-4034 or 
email her at iconfertility@cox.net. 
 

 

STILL HURTING FROM AN ABORTION? Ñ  Has there been an 
abortion experience in your past? If you are hurting and would like to 
reach out for help, please call Project Rachel, which is a private, 
confidential and sensitive Catholic outreach to women and men hurting 
from past abortions. Call 508.997.3300 for a confidential referral to a 
priest near you and begin your move toward reconciliation: at peace 
with God, your unborn child, your family, your church and yourself. 
Trust in the tender embrace of GodÕs love and mercy.  
 

RETROUVAILLE Ñ  Rediscover a loving marriage with a 
Retrouvaille weekend. If your marriage is tearing the two of you apart, if 
there is little or no meaningful communication; if you are considering 
separation or divorce, Retrouvaille can help you. Look them up on the 
web at www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 800.470.2230 
 

DIVORCED AND SEPARATED SUPPORT GROUP Ñ  Meets at 
the Family Life Center, 500 Slocum Road, North Dartmouth from 7-
8:30 pm on the second and last Wednesday of each month. There is no 
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charge and it is open to all separated or divorced persons. For more 
information, please call Joanne Dupre (508.965.9296) or Bob Menard 
(508.673.2997).  
 

BULLETINS TO HOME -BOUND PARISHIONERS  Ñ  If there 
is any homebound parishioner who normally is not able to make Mass 
who would like to receive a copy of the bulletin by mail, please simply 
call Pauline at the rectory and weÕll make sure you get one each week 
 

HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Ñ If you or some parishioner you know is temporarily or permanently 
incapable of coming to Mass on Sunday and would like to receive Holy 
Communion, please call or email Fr. Landry at the rectory. Three 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion have been commissioned 
to begin taking the Lord to parishioners in these circumstances.  
 

PRAYER LINE Ñ  SALT has a prayer line ministry. If you would like 
to join or are interested in more information, please call Patricia Greene 
at 508.985.3010. Information will also be available at the next SALT 
meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity for those who cannot attend 
Mass to participate in one of the ChurchÕs ministries. 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Ñ  Please notify the parish office when 
you are moving. Each month, we need to pay about $25 to the post 
office for getting budget envelopes returned after parishioners have 
moved. You can notify us by simply writing the new address on your 
budget envelope about 1-2 months ahead of your move. You can also 
call or email the parish office. Thank you for helping us not waste this 
money! 
 

 

EMMAUS RETREAT WEEKEND FOR YOUNG ADULTS Ñ
 Emmaus is a weekend retreat program for young adults who are 
seeking to grow in their relationship with Christ, regardless of their 
present level of faith and practice. The purpose of the weekend is to 
give participants an opportunity to reflect upon themselves and their 
relationship with God and their community. You will build valuable 
relationships through friendship, encouragement, prayer and the 
awesome power of God. For more information, please contact Debbie 
Sousa at 508.646.3902 or visit www.emmausretreats.com.  
 

WHAT  HAVE YOU DONE FOR Y OUR MARRIAGE TODAY? 
Are you looking for ways to enhance your marriage? Visit 
www.foryourmarriage.org. ItÕs part of the U.S. Catholic BishopsÕ efforts 
to promote and enhance marriages. Please email the address to other 
married couples you know as well.  
 

LOST AND FOUND Ñ  If you happen to find anything in Church 
that another Mass-goer seems to have left behind, please bring it into 
the sacristy, where we have a temporary lost and found for such items. 
We will keep lost items for a couple of weeks and then, if theyÕre not 
claimed, give them to our food pantry so that they may be given to 
families in need. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADO RERS DOWNTOWN Ñ  There is a need for 
some new adorers at Our LadyÕs Chapel in New Bedford to pray before 
the Lord Jesus exposed in the Blessed Sacrament. Please consider 
spending a committed hour a week before Him who gave Himself for 
you. For more information or to commit to an hour, please call 
508.866.9744. 
 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER LATIN MASS Ñ  The extraordinary form 
of Holy Mass is celebrated in Latin according to the liturgical books of 
1962 every Thursday at 5:30 pm at St. Francis Xavier Church in 
Acushnet. All are welcome.  
 

VOLUNTEERING Ñ  Once upon a time, there were four people 
named Everybody, Somebody, Nobody and Anybody. When there was 
an important job, Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did. Everyone got angry 
because it was SomebodyÕs job. Everybody thought Somebody would 
do it, but Nobody realized that Nobody would do it. So it ended up that 
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could 
have done in the first place.  

 
 

Certificates to Become a Godparent or Sponsor 
   It is always an honor when parents ask a Catholic friend or family 
member to be a baptismal godparent or a young person preparing for 
confirmation asks someone to whom he or she looks up to be a 
Confirmation sponsor. To serve in this role, which is both an honor 
and a responsibility, the proposed godparent or sponsor must receive a 
certificate from his or her pastor pronouncing that that person is 
qualified. The sponsor certificate is the personÕs pastorÕs word to other 
priests that a proposed sponsor is a fully-initiated, confirmed Catholic, 
practices the faith each week by coming to Sunday Mass, is at least 16, is 
registered and supports his or her parish Church, and lives (as far as the 
priest can know) according to the moral teachings of Jesus Christ. ItÕs a 
witness from one pastor to another that the sponsor is an exemplary 
Catholic whom the personÕs pastor thinks is quite capable of passing on 
the faith by word and example to a godchild.  
   When people come to me for such certificates, on many occasions, it 
is very easy for me to do so, because I see them at Mass each week, they 
come to greet me after Mass, they sit up front, they are involved in 
parish activities, I know them to be people of faith, etc.   
   But sometimes people come whom I do not recognize and whose 
attendance I cannot verify through other means, like the use of budget 
envelopes.  On those occasions, I cannot honestly give them sponsor 
certificates, in the same way that I cannot give letters of 
recommendation or provide references for people I do not know. A 
Christian, not to mention a priest, should never lie and therefore I 
cannot give my word to another pastor that a particular person comes 
to Mass each week unless I see the person present at Mass or witness 
the evidence of it in the budget envelopes.  
  Therefore, I ask every parishioner to help me help you, in case youÕre 
ever given the privilege of being asked to be a godparent. Please make 
sure now Ñ  and not later when you may need a sponsor certificate Ñ  
that youÕre qualified. For example, if youÕre not married in the Church, 
then please come to see me to speak about your situation so that we can 
investigate whether it is possible for you to get married in the Church 
(through a convalidation of your civil bond or through seeking a 
declaration of nullity if you were previously married). Make sure youÕre 
registered a parishioner. Please consider using budget envelopes or the 
electronic giving system. And please come to introduce yourself to me 
after Mass every once in a while. I would never want not to be able to 
give you a sponsor certificate, so please do not put me in a situation in 
which, out of honesty and fidelity, I would not be able to.  

Ñ  Fr. Landry 
 

SMILES Ñ  There is a tremendous need for volunteer mentors for 
young people in our public schools. The SouthCoast Mentoring 
Initiative for Learning, Education and Service (SMILES) strives to help 
students achieve their personal and educational potential by pairing 
them with positive adult mentors, putting students who are identified as 
Òin needÓ with an adult mentor, who meets with them at school once a 
week for about an hour, individually or in a group, to talk about their 
day, to participate in activities, and even work on some schoolwork 
together. SMILES new literacy programs focus on reading skills at the 
first and second grade levels. The results of SMILES programs have 
been very impressive in terms of the participating studentsÕ 
improvements in school attendance, grades, behavior and preventing 
school dropouts. There is a particular need for adult men to serve in 
this capacity. To volunteer or to seek more information, please call 
Elizett Pires at 508.999.9300, email epires@smilesmentoring.org. You 
may also visit smilesmentoring.org. 
 

YOUTH CHOIR Ñ  One great way to serve both God and neighbor 
as well as to have a lot of fun is to become a member of our parish 
choirs. Young people are especially encouraged to join our youth choir 
for our 8:30 Mass. Not only will they receive group voice and musical 
training, but meet a lot of new friends and grow together with them in 
the faith. There are practices each week on Wednesday night from 6:30-
7:30 and then a short practice before Mass on Sundays. 

 
 


